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MISSION STATEMENT
PRAYER OF SAINT THERESA OF AVILA  

Christ has no body now on earth but yours; 
yours are the only hands with which He can do His 

work, 
yours are the only feet with which He can go about the 

world, 
Yours are the only eyes through which His compassion 

can shine forth.  
Christ has no body on earth now but yours. 

SAINT THERESA OF AVILA PARISH
IN COLLABORATIVE WITH SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM PARISH

SAINT THERESA OF AVILA
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm in Main Church 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am in Main Church
Daily: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 am
Holy Days: As announced
Confessions: Thursday 6:30 –7:00 pm in the Chapel.

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament:  Wednesday morning 
following 8:30 A.M. Mass

SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am
Daily: Tuesday, Thursday 4:30pm, 

Saturday 8:30am
Holy Days: As announced
Confessions: Saturday morning 9:15-9:45 A.M.
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament:  Saturday morning 

following 8:30 A.M. Mass

MASS INTENTIONS
WEEK OF DECEMBER 1, 2024

Sunday, December 1
8:00 A.M        No Intention
10:00 A.M.     Francis X. and Sean Ahern—Memorial Mass
Monday, December 2
8:30 A.M.       Mass for Holy Day  Immaculate Conception
7:00 P.M.       Mass for Holy Day  Immaculate Conception
Wednesday, December 4
8:30 A.M.       Theresa F. Ford—75th Anniversary Mass
Friday, December 6
8:30 A.M.        No Intention
Saturday, December 7
4:30 P.M.     Mike Daly—Memorial Mass

Francis Rich and Gerald and Thomas Keenan
  Memorial Mass 
  Richard, Ruth, and Kenneth McAllister
  Memorial Mass

     Philip Barden—Anniversary Mass 
Sunday, December 8
8:00 A.M No Intention
10:00 A.M.    No Intention

CLERGY
Reverend John J. Connolly, Jr. — Pastor 

Reverend Charles J. Higgins
Deacon Brian Kean 

STAFF
PRINCIPAL OF SAINT THERESA SCHOOL

Mrs. Mary Kate Stephatos 
www.sttheresaschoolboston.com • 617-323-1050 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades 1-5: Ms. Rosetta Mark rmark@staboston.org 
Grades 6-10: Ellen Murphy, emurphy@staboston.org 

RCIA
Susan Abbott, sttadultfaith@gmail.com 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

Rudy Flores, rudy.flores@holynameparish.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Brandon Santini, bsantini86@gmail.com 

BUSINESS MANAGER
Julie Perri, jperri@staboston.org

DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES

Michael O’Brien, mobstsj@gmail.com

PARISH SECRETARY
Carol O'Brien, sttoffice24@gmail.com

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs.  9:30 A.M. —12:00 Noon

mailto:rmark@staboston.org
mailto:emurphy@staboston.org
mailto:sttadultfaith@gmail.com
mailto:rudy.flores@holynameparish.com
mailto:bsantini86@gmail.com
mailto:jperri@staboston.org
mailto:mobstsj@gmail.com
mailto:sttoffice24@gmail.com
www.sttheresaschoolboston.com
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REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE 
If you would like your relative or friend  who is serving 
in the military to be remembered in the prayers of our 
parish, please provide their name, rank, service 
branch, and location if applicable.  You can call the 
Parish Office ( 617-323-4410 / 617-325-1300) or 
email sttoffice24@gmail.com 

SAINT THERESA CHAPEL is open for private prayer Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date!! 
Friday, December 20, 2024 

Advent / Christmas Concert 
7:00 P.M. 

Saint Theresa of Avila Church 

PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 
LORD, OUR GOD, HELP OF THE HELPLESS, BE 

NEAR OUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WHO 
SUFFER THIS DAY.  GRANT THEM STRENGTH, 
PEACE OF MIND AND HEART, AND RENEWED 

HEALTH IF IT BE YOUR WILL, THROUGH CHRIST 
OUR LORD.  AMEN.  

Tim Albert, Gary Anderson, Joseph Anderson, Mary Antonellis, Michelle 
Baker, Alan Bartlett, Marilyn Barry, Margaret Barto, Catherine Bielawa, 
Stephen Bisordi, Joseph Blackman, Diane Blaskiewicz, Kevin Boettger, 
Margaret Bomba, Jr., Damien Brennan, Chet Broderick, Katie Broderick, 
Paul Broderick, Kendall Buczynski, Stephanie Buczynski, Frank Buduk-
iewicz, Geraldine Bulman, Joan Bumila, Larry Burke, Allen Cameron, 
Lisa Carden, Maria Cemrania, Jeanne Clancy, Nicholas Cleary, Brendan 
Cogavin, Charles Collins, John Collins, Rose Connolly, Mary Connors, 
Eileen Corrigan, Teresa Costa, Tom Cunningham, Richard Curran, Jr., 
Debra Daum, Gary D’Avila, Mary DeSantis, Lorraine DeVirgilio, Cristina 
Donatelli, Claire Donohoe, Kristen Doty, John J. Doyle, John Duggan, 
Kathleen Durepo, John Ellis, Helen Evans, Audrey Fallon, Barbara Fa-
rulla, Joseph Federico, Mary Feeney, Rose Finn, Joseph Fisher, Griffin 
Fleishman, Charles Fleming, Patrick Flynn, Dan Foley, Neil Foley, Terry 
Forkins, Ben Fox, Nora Frasier, Karen Glazer, Louise Gogg, Louise 
Goodwin, Eleanor Gordon, Colin Andrew Greco, Stephan Grundy, 
Patricia Hade, Denise Hamilton, Ann Hanlon, Patricia Dolan Harwitz, 
Elizabeth Heffernan, Mary D. Hennessey, Jackie Hess, Barbara Hickey, 
Louise Marie Hogan, Eleanor Howard, Janet Hughes, Meaghan W. 
Hussey, Kyle Johnson, Lily Joyce, Phil Keating, Mary Kenny,  Karen 
Kostek, Irene Kyricos, Kylee LeSourd, Madison Paige Losuts, Taylor 
Anne Lynch, Lois MacDonald, Thomas Mahoney, Kathleen Maloney, 
Shawn Patrick Maloney, Elizabeth Matalobos, Jason McCann, Michael 
McCarthy, Patrick McCarty, Linda McClelland, Helen McCloskey, Mildred 
McDermott, Kara McGonagle, Erin McGuirk, Ellen McKenna, Jessica 
McKenzie, Joanne McKenzie, Neil McLaughlin, Paul McNamara, Hilda 
Mendise, Anna Minotti, Cynthia Monahan, Joe and Cindy Morello, 
Deanna Morrissey, Maryellen Mulkern, Pat Mullen, Honora Murphy, An-
nie Murray, Maria and Michael Nadile, Donna Nazzaro, Bruce Newman, 
Billy O’Brien, Mary O’Brien, Sister Mary O’Brien, Daniel O’Connor, Jay 
O’Connor, Natalie O’Connor, Patrick O’Connor, Barbara Page, John 
Palumbo, Virginia Palumbo, Steve Papia, Sheila Papia, Nicole Pellagrino, 
James Perri, Carol Pitman, Marie Polo, Virginia Prendergast, Kathy Psar-
ros, Kathleen Quinn, Barton Ramos, Josephine Rappa, Steven Ricchiuti, 
Theresa Ricco, Joel Rivera, Kate Robbins, Kathleen Ryan, Merry and 
Lawrence Samonte, Stephen Shea, Jeannie Schlosky, Gina Scrima, 
John Sera, Kevin Shea, Zachary Shea, Claire Sloane, Terry Smart, Cath-
erine Spellman, William Spicer, Albert Spiniello, Diane Carr Staton, John 
Sullivan, Patsy Sullivan, Philip Sullivan, Timothy Sullivan, Irene Supino, 
Steve Theodorakis, Mary Timony, Ellen Tobin,  Joshua Torremoro, Ed-
ward Treseler, Jr.,  Edward Treseler, Sr., Peter and Stephen  Usher-
wood, Albert Vincentio, Ellen Vogel, Mary Walsh, Paula Ward, Catherine 
Watson, Brian Webber, Cassandra Welles, Bill Whitcomb, Anthony 
Young, and Florence Yu  
Prayers for my brother Thomas who is in need of a kidney  

If you know of anyone on this list who is no longer in need of prayers 
please call the rectory to have their name removed  617-323-4410 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OBLIGATION TRANSFERRED TO DECEMBER 9 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (Dec. 8) is a holy day in the U.S. because it is under this title 
that the Mother of the Lord is our patroness -- it is now always a 
holy day of obligation. This year, December 8 is the Second Sun-
day of Advent, and so has liturgical preference over the Immacu-
late Conception. Because of the significance of this Marian feast, 
its observance is moved this year to Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. And, 
according to a response from the Holy See to an inquiry from the 
U.S. bishops, the obligation is also transferred. This is a new inter-
pretation of the church's law. So, Dec. 9, 2024, the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception is now always a holy day of obligation. 
The Mass Schedule will be as follows: 

Saint John     Monday, December 9   
 4:30 PM 

Saint Theresa  Monday, December 9 
8:30 A.M.    7:00 P.M. 

mailto:sttoffice24@gmail.com
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

PROJECT RACHEL  
Are you – or someone you know – seeking peace after an abortion?   For 
more information about retreats or other services, contact Project Rachel 
at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.    

COMMUNION HYMN 

PREPARATION HYMN 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com
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Listen to 
iCatholicRadio Mobile App 

1060AM  Boston 
thestationofthecross.com 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES FOOD PANTRY 

The Catholic Charities Food Pantry remains in desperate 
need of donations, especially now with rising prices. The 
situation continues to be urgent for many families. You 
may bring your contributions of food to the rectory garage 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 
Thank you for your ongoing generous support. 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO STATE MIGRANT CRISIS 
We remind you about the  Saint Vincent de Paul clothing bin in the park-
ing lot at Saint John Chrysostom Parish for donations of clothing to help 
the migrants.  Your generous response to this emergency request will be 
greatly appreciated.   

 AL-ANON now meets in person every Wednesday night, 7:00-8:00 P.M. at 
Saint John Parish Center. New members always welcome! Please call 
the Parish Office for more information. 617-323-4410 

DIACONATE INQUIRER PROGRAM  
The Archdiocese of Boston is beginning its Inquirer Program for 
men interested in becoming deacons with over a dozen meetings 
across the Archdiocese.  For more information, please go to Bos-
tonDiaconate.org and click on the “News” tab.  
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Cursillo is a short course in Christianity. It is an encoun-
ter with Christ in a small community of the Church, in 
order to deepen your own faith and strengthen your
ability to be witnesses of Christ in the world.

The dates for the weekends are:
Men's Weekend: December 5 - 8 , 2024
Women's Weekend: February 27 - March 2, 2025
Men's Weekend: April 3 - 6 , 2025

The weekends run from Thursday evening through Sun-
day afternoon and are held at the Notre Dame Spirituality 
Center in Ipswich, MA.

For information and registration, please check the Bos-
ton Cursillo website:www.bostoncursillo.org or email 
oncusillo@gmaiLcom . 

CURSILLO
TRANSFORMED IN LOVE
FOR ENGAGED COUPLES

Transformed in Love is a comprehensive marriage 
preparation program which explores the following 
topics with engaged couples:

Self-Knowledge: Knowing Your True Self
Communication: Relationship Skills for Marriage
Expectations: Great Expectations are Managed Well
What is Love? The Four Loves
God is Love: Proclaiming the Good News (Kerygma)
What is Marriage? God’s Plan for Love and Life
The Sacrament of Matrimony: You, Me, and Jesus
The Rite of Marriage: The Consent We Give and Live
Finances: Let’s Talk Money
Five Spiritual Practices for Marriage and Family Life:                           

Keeping Christ at the Center of our Marriage
The Mass: The Presence of Christ
Marital Sexuality: Love’s Perfect Design

To sign up for this Marriage Preparation Program, offered 
virtually by the Archdiocese of Boston, please visit

www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/transformedinlove

THE VILLAGERS

On Tuesday, December 3, 2924 we will be celebrating our Christmas 
Party at the Elks in West Roxbury. It will involve appetizers at 11:30 
and a baked stuffed chicken or haddock dinner to be served at 
12:30, music by Dave and Marcia from 1:30—3:00 P.M. followed by 
raffles. For further information, call Diane Grallo at 617-323-8654 no 
later than Tuesday, November 26, 2024.  You do not have to be a 
member to attend.

Parishioners can request a Prayer Shawl for someone by contacting 
Carol O’Brien at sttoffice24@gmail.com or by calling 617-323-
4410. Every prayer shawl is different and perfect. Donations of com-
pleted shawls may be dropped off in the parish office, Monday—
Thursday 9:30 —12 Noon or when you come to Mass. Thank you, PHM.
(Parish Health Ministry)..

mailto:sttoffice24@gmail.com
www.bostoncursillo.org
www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/transformedinlove
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The Collaborative Parishes of Saint Theresa of Avila and Saint John Chrysostom 
4750 Washington Street 

West Roxbury, MA 02132 
(617) 325-1300 

 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Theresa of Avila Parish,   November 17, 2024    

I write today to invite your participation in and support of the 2024 Grand Annual Collection.  This yearly undertaking is the 
single most significant means, other than the weekly Offertory Collection, by which we, through your generous commitment, 
are able to raise the funds necessary to provide compassionate pastoral care, celebrate beautiful and uplifting liturgies, main-
tain all of the buildings and grounds of our lovely but large campus, and, quite simply, continue to carry out the mission and 
ministry of Christ Jesus, Our Lord, in collaboration with our neighboring Parish of Saint John Chrysostom and in communion 
with our recently installed Archbishop Richard Henning and the Archdiocese of Boston, right here in our little corner of West 
Roxbury.   
 
As we move forward into the New Church Year which begins with the First Sunday of Advent on December 1st and into the 
New Year of 2025, Father Charlie Higgins, Deacon Brian Kean and I, along with our pastoral staff members and volunteers, 
look forward to working together with you to build up and strengthen our parish communities.  In keeping with the synodal 
vision of Pope Francis and the enthusiastic welcome of our new Shepherd, Archbishop Henning, we hope to reinvigorate our 
parish Pastoral and Finance Councils, and we anticipate participating in an Archdiocesan-sponsored opportunity to imple-
ment a stewardship and increased offertory campaign to welcome back our many old friends and invite many more new folks 
to join us in worship, fellowship and service.  We want to work towards increasing our numbers of in-person congregants at 
our Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses.  We, like many parishes in the Archdiocese of Boston, are now only welcoming 
roughly fifty percent (50%) of the parishioners at weekend Masses as we were pre-pandemic in 2019.  With your ongoing 
support, we very much look forward to building up and strengthening our parish communities.  Your continued financial sup-
port of Saint Theresa of Avila Parish and in particular this 2024 Grand Annual Collection will allow us to be in a strong posi-
tion to move forward into a future which we can build together with God’s guidance and grace. 
 
Some folks have asked how much money they should contribute to the Grand Annual Collection.  As in most situations, there 
is no “one size fits all” answer.  I simply invite each family to prayerfully consider your own ability to make a sacrificial offer-
ing.  As a guide, considering the demographics of our parish community, I would respectfully ask each working family to con-
tribute a minimum of Five-Hundred Dollars ($500) to the Grand Annual if your circumstances allow.  
Enclosed with this letter is the Return Envelope for the 2024 Grand Annual Collection which will kick off with a Special Collec-
tion at all our Parish Masses on the Weekend after Thanksgiving, Saturday, November 30th and Sunday, December 1st.  
Recognizing that a substantial gift may not be possible in one lump sum, we will be gratefully accepting Grand Annual Collec-
tion contributions through the first weekend of February, Saturday, February 1st and Sunday, February 2d. If it is more con-
venient for your family to make your Grand Annual Collection gift in monthly installments, please feel free to do so.   
With gratitude for your support through your gifts of time, talent and treasure, and with the assurance of an ongoing remem-
brance of you and all whom you hold dear in my Masses and prayers during the approaching Advent and Christmas Sea-
sons, I am 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Reverend John J. Connolly, Jr. 
Pastor 
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF 
YOUR ORDER!*

50%
OFF

Get

One Application*
Call for your 

FREE, no-obligation 
quote today!

1-855-614-6526

Experience the 
TruGreen Difference

Certified Specialists
Our extensively trained and licensed 
specialists use their expertise to maximize 
your lawn’s potential.

Local Lawn Plans
We understand no two lawns are alike, 
which is why we customize our plans to 
your specific region.

Satisfaction Guarantee
We’ll gladly visit your property as needed 
between scheduled visits to ensure your 
satisfaction

Don’t wait until 
spring to get a 
lawn you love
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Robert J. Lawler and Crosby Funeral Home
and Cremation Services

(617) 323-5600         1803 Centre Street, West Roxbury
WILLIAM L. LAWLER • ROBERT J. LAWLER, JR.

www.lawlerfuneralhome.com         Pre-Planning Information Available         Family Owned & Operated

CONROY
PLUMBING COMPANY

DBA-Best Jobbing Co.
Over 40 Years of Service

617.314.2345 • 781.551.0477
LIC# Master Plumber 11735617-325-3600

Kfoury Keefe Funeral Home
8 Spring Street ~ West Roxbury

Pre-Need Planning
Family Service Since 1932

www.KfouryFuneral.com

NEW OFF-STREET
PARKING!

P. E. Murray-F.J. Higgins Funeral Home
2000 CENTRE ST., WEST ROXBURY • 617-325-2000

www.pemurray.com

George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Homes

DEDHAM    NEEDHAM    WELLESLEY
781-235-4100

George F. Doherty   Edward J. Doherty   Edward J. Doherty Jr.   
Patrick Twomey    Bryan Higgins    Jerry Locke   John P. Doherty

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

PRE-PLANNING
AVAILABLE

St. Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded in the 
1870’s is the parish cemetery of Mary Immaculate 
of Lourdes. The Cemetery is a reverent resting place 
for those awaiting reunion with the Risen Lord. The 
decision to pre-plan and purchase interment rights 
is a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making difficult decisions 
during a time of grief and loss.

For information, call the cemetery staff at 
Mary Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 
781-235-1841. 
Please join us at St. Mary’s for Memorial 
Day Mass on Monday, May 27 at 10AM.

ST. MARY’S CEMETERYST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
1 Wellesley Avenue1 Wellesley Avenue

Needham, MA 02494Needham, MA 02494

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/24. Each deal-

is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for 
details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/2024

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 
Church Bulletin.

Please Patronize our Sponsors

They make this Bulletin Possible

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the health and 
well-being of priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

AN ADVENT
FESTIVAL OF

LESSONS & CAROLS

www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
www.KfouryFuneral.com
www.pemurray.com
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William J. Gormley
Your Neighborhood 

Funeral Home for 

5 Generations

West Roxbury Owned and Operated by the Gormley Family
Richard, Mary and Michael Gormley
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Traditional Funerals

or Cremation Services

Pre-Need Arrangements

Available

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition

FREE ESTIMATES • Fully Insured

PAT’S TREE SERVICE
“Serving Greater Boston”

617-325-4744

W. C. Canniff & Sons, Inc.

617-323-3690 
Since 1896

617-323-3550617-323-3550
Thank You!Thank You!

New Location in Hancock Village

Dr. Adrienne Ulrich
A lifelong resident of W.Roxbury, 

Dr. Ulrich is dedicated to helping her 
community hear their best.

617-327-0881 • www.parkwayhearing.com
639 VFW Parkway • Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

“The pathway to better hearing.”

Kevin R. Pender 
Plumbing & Gas FittingGas FFiti tin

OVER 
40 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

All Types of Plumbing Services

NO JOB TOO SMALL

LIC# Master Plumber 9329
781-308-3419

KEANE
PAINTING

Commercial & Residential
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

Fully Insured 
                  Free Estimates
617-312-6239617-312-6239

PARISHIONER OF ST. THERESA’S

www.keanepainting.com

MARY’S LOVELY FLOWERS
Flowers For All Occasions

857-244-3812
�������	
�����
�����

SS

PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTORS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM REMODELING

617-325-3283
WWW.TBROS.COM

4280 WASHINGTON ST., ROSLINDALE, MA
Mass Home Improvement Contractor Lic. #102399

Massachusetts Master Plumber Lic. #11207
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SCAN HERE FOR A 

FREE HOME VALUE 

REPORT

2064 Centre Street, 
West Roxbury, MA 02132

857-400-9098

Order Christmas Cards Today
Available at www.PilotPrintingShop.net
See Pricing & Read Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available
Select One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@PilotPrinting.net

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
mailto:printing@PilotPrinting.net
mailto:printing@PilotPrinting.net
www.lugaway.com
www.parkwayhearing.com
www.keanepainting.com
www.keanepainting.com
www.PilotPrintingShop.net

